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place on the Committee which he has vacated. And I sk^dd like
to take this opportunity of saying, speaking for myself alooe* chat
I regret exceedingly the absence of the Honourable member,
whose extreme fairness and great attention to all the bu$toe$$ I
have had to transact with him in the Select Committee haTet 10
my opinion, made Mr. Mehta one of the most useful members
that I have met at this table. I have indeed more than once been
obliged to differ from him in opinion on public matters, but with
that I have nothing to do at present, nor did such differences
detract in the least from my sense of his legal acumen and judicki
fairness on general questions.

Though ill-health compelled Pherozeshah to curtail some of his
activities, he controlled the currents of public life as well as before,
and so far as Bombay was concerned, there was hardly a increment
which did not depend upon his guidance or direction. There were
other leaders of undoubted ability and influence, but whenever any
difficulty arose, they instinctively felt that his presence and counsel
were necessary. The direct and active influence he exercised over
public affairs was thus as great, even when directed from the hill-top
of Matheran, as when he thundered in the Senate, die
or the Council.

II

The University claimed a considerable share of Pherozseshah's
tion in spite of ill-health. He took up a fighting attitude cm the ques-
tion of examination reforms, and stnmgiy cririciBed the Sfadkate
for declining to embody the recommencfetimis inade in that behalf
by a committee, and for trying to defy tfae aBthatity erf Ac Senate,
He lent his support to Ranade in the strenuous e&deavotits made bf
that eminent scholar and educationist to afiocd some relief to the
harassed student from the crushing burden of examinations. Tfemigfi
rarely coming in contact with the student world, he had a sympa-
thetic understanding of its wants and difficulties; Ms oodoofc -mm IMOC
that of a pedagogue or a drill-sergeant. Again, wfaeii Rantde made
an unsuccessful effort in the Senate to haw the three examinations
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